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Jonathan Helms, a senior,
remarked a similar statement,
agreeing that “waking up is really
hard, but my grades are improving
a lot compared to when I was
online because I am able to focus
more.” 

Alongside a simplified learning
process students have noted a five
day week has brought a sense of
normalcy and stabilization to an
otherwise chaotic year. 

“I find it beneficial because it adds
structure, and I feel l ike we’ve all
been craving that,” said Isabella
Mccall ,  a sophomore here at
Piedmont. “And since I ’m
surrounded by more of my friends,”
she continues, “ it ’s more mentally
beneficial,  and also academically
beneficial too. At the beginning,
when we were going two days a
week, it was draining because I
would constantly be on catch-up.
But since we’re going back five
days a week, I ’ve been able to get
my work done when I ’m supposed
to, and it lets me enjoy school a lot
more.” Seniors especially can agree
that five days a week can finally
give them a chance to experience a
normal senior year. 

However, with these positives
come just as many negatives.
Students and teachers alike have
mourned the loss of their virtual
Fridays. Because of this, there is a
general consensus that the school
week be shortened to four days a
week, rather than five. 

Continued on the next page. . .

Just a l ittle over Quaratine’s one
year anniversary, and with COVID-
19 cases generally on the decline,
it was only a matter of time until
the school system decided it was
ready to return to an old, familiar
system: the five day school week.  

Following the end of Spring Break,
students, had they made the
choice, would now be welcomed
back to in-person classes, Monday
through Friday. However, after
months of spiraling in and out of
“Plan D’s” and “Plan B’s” with all
their ups and downs, the shift to
five days a week has been a
somewhat difficult task. It ’s
certainly hard having to get used
to waking up early again and
actually showing up for school on
Fridays. But, now that we’ve had a
few weeks to adjust to five days
and gather our thoughts and
opinions, how does Piedmont feel
about returning to a five day
school week?

One thing students have near-
universal agreement on is that the
value of education has
exponentially increased with a
return to in-person teaching.
Without the hindrance of Canvas
malfunctions and tedious email-
writing, access to classroom
materials and teacher assistance is
much easier. 

Candice Thomas, a junior, agreed
with the idea of going back full
time, saying, “It ’s easier to
communicate with our teachers,
it ’s easier to get our work done,
and, personally for me, it ’s easier
to learn math.”

5 DAYS A WEEK: THE GOOD, THE
BAD, AND THE UGLY
By:  Madison Taylor
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Like always, make sure to wear
your mask and maintain proper
social distancing from others.
Observe frequent handwashing and
hand sanitizer use, and if you feel
like you may be suffering from any
of COVID-19’s symptoms, it ’s best
that you stay home. 

Stay safe, Panthers! 

Additionally, the return to five
days has proven to be considerably
difficult scheduling-wise for some
students. Sophomore Mia Acosta-
Nicholson can certainly attest to
this. Although she believes
returning to a five day school
week will  be beneficial for
teachers, Mia elaborated that “it ’s
been really exhausting because I ’m
an athlete, so right after school I
have practice or a game and I ’m
not getting home til l  six through
nine.” 

Mrs. Harris,  one of Piedmont’s
science teachers, voiced some of
her frustrations regarding the
change of system. “It ’s really hard,
keeping up with who is sick, and
who is quarantined, and who is
just absent. And then trying to
keep kids that are virtual on task
and kids that are face to face on
task makes it even more difficult.”
But despite the challenges posed
by these coming weeks, Mrs.
Harris remains optimistic. “ . .we’re
Piedmont strong! when we make
up our minds, we can do it!”
Perhaps we could all  afford a l ittle
bit of optimism in these times,
regardless of how we feel about
returning back to school five days
a week once more. 

But, what about the coronavirus?
It ’s stil l  around, and considering
the jump to five days just after
Spring Break, there’s bound to be
a surge in cases, much like the one
following Winter Break. Luckily,
there are measures that can be
taken in order to protect yourself
and your peers from potentially
contracting the il lness. 



In an interview with Mrs. Cox, one
of Piedmont’s Special Education
teachers, it was stated that it was
important to put the person first to
give someone an identity outside of
their diagnosis. You can never go
wrong if you communicate with the
individual in question! Don’t be
afraid to just ask: what’s your
preference? Then, respect what
they are comfortable with. 

Misconceptions about Autism
When asked about common
misconceptions surrounding the
community, Mrs. Cox shed some
light on the situation. “A lot of
people think that students with
autism are not smart or don't have
talents,” she said. “They're very
talented people. A lot of people
with autism have very high IQs and
can do a lot of different things.
They have different talents, l ike
skills,  but a lot of people think, ‘Oh,
they have a disability, they're not
smart they can't do anything’ .  But
that's probably the biggest
misconception.”

“Autism is a spectrum,” she
continued, “so you have different
levels of severity. And I think a lot
of the time, they get classified in
this one category. But in reality,
they could be at the end of the
spectrum or they could be at the
other end.” Mrs. Cox encourages us
to learn more about the community
and broaden our knowledge. We
should not only be reaching for
awareness, but for acceptance as
well .

April is Autism Awareness Month.
It's important to clear up
misconceptions and learn new
things.

The Spectrum
Everyone who has autism
experiences it differently. There is
a saying in the community that
goes, “If you´ve met one autistic
person, you´ve met one autistic
person”. Everyone will have their
own range of sensory needs, social
awareness, and more. If you want
to be helpful to someone with
autism, you should respect and
learn what they need, not just apply
what you know about one autistic
person to another.

Person-First Language 
For those of you who don’t know,
person-first language is when you
verbally put the person before the
diagnosis. For example, “an autistic
person” compared to “a person with
autism”. It first got its start with
medical diagnoses, but has since
moved on to mental and
psychological disorders.

AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH
By:  Emily Robinson
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AFJROTC is a mostly student-led class that teaches discipline and
citizenship. 

In JROTC, opportunities may be presented to students to build
leadership skil ls and long lasting friendships with fellow cadets. Many
students assume that JROTC enlists students in the military, but this
speculation is entirely false. In fact, only a small percentile decide to
enlist right after high school.  However, if  a student is not enrolled in
JROTC, but is considering a path into the military, a couple semesters
of the course may help them in the long run by providing a higher rank
in the military after enlisting.

As an enrolled cadet in the JROTC course, students have the privilege
to hold their heads high to proudly wear, and honor, the AFJROTC
uniform that cadets are issued. These uniforms can be worn at parades,
military funded trips, activities, parties, and leadership camps during
the summer. These are only a few of the many activities that occur in
this class. 

Recently, two new instructors have decided to take on our JROTC
course, Maj (Major).  Richardson and MSgt (Master Sergeant).  Colvin.
They have been doing an outstanding job encouraging cadets and
engaging them in activities around and outside of campus, even
receiving a grant from the Air Force Association to purchase a drone
and allow cadets to compete for a $18,000 scholarship to a partner
college during the summer to receive their private pilots l icense.

Due to COVID-19, many trips and activities have been cancelled, but
are planned to return to normal operations next school year. This
means that any returning or new cadets get to experience the AFJROTC
course in its entirety when all  students return to campus. 

WHAT'S THE DEAL WITH THE
STUDENTS IN CAMO?
By:  Kerstin Henry

Some things that new cadets can
expect when returning to campus are
putting up the flags every school day
in the mornings upon arrival,  wearing
the JROTC ABU uniform once every
week, opportunities such as rocketry,
academic bowl, and community
service as well .

Although JROTC is an optional course,
many cadets find that the friendships
and skills they have learned are too
great to leave behind. JROTC not only
teaches discipline and leadership, but
self-care, fl ight and navigation,
marching, and management in the
workplace. This goes to show that
JROTC has a l ittle bit for everyone. 

From book smarts to physical activity
and health, Junior Resource Officer
Training Corps is an amazing family to
be a part of during your time at
Piedmont High School. 

Visit page 8 for quotes from Maj.
Richardson and MSgt. Colvin about the
biggest myths surrounding JROTC!
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Founded by Jere’l  Hough, “State of Success” is a non-profit
organization based here in Union County that aims to empower
the youth and provide them with the necessary tools and keys to
achieve success. State of Success (S.O.S) has already assisted and
serviced over 750 elementary and high school students and plans
to enlighten many more through different events, missions, and
initiatives. 

Fundraisers are essential in accomplishing the ultimate goal
S.O.S was created to fulfi l l .  Some of these events, past and
upcoming, include the “One Community” event in which
communities of Monroe are united through a fundraiser aimed to
raise money to support local businesses, charities, and local
organizations. In the past, S.O.S has held a now annual event
called “The State of Success Backpack Give Back.” This event
focuses on collecting donations such as backpacks and other
necessary school supplies through various locations in Union
County. Members of the community can drop off supplies that
they want to donate to children who may not have easy access to
the essential supplies a student needs. 

Many young adults and even children often find themselves
stuck, feeling without purpose or motivation when trying to find
a path in life. These feelings and uncertainties can sometimes be
traced back to a lack of knowledge. S.O.S aims to lend a helping
hand to the youth of society that commonly finds themselves
stuck in these positions through the collaboration with
professionals and individuals who are experienced in their field
of work. These individuals are featured in a section entitled “Had
I Known…”. Within this section, certain tips, words of advice, and
other pieces of knowledge are granted from these various
professionals who wished they had this knowledge at their
disposal when they embarked on their careers.
 
S.O.S currently offers $500 scholarships for seniors in the Union
County school district and plans to increase these scholarships
in the following years, hopefully offering over $5000 in
scholarships in the near future. With the main goal of S.O.S
being to assist the youth in their educational endeavors,
scholarships are an efficient way to promote the educational
advancement of the youth. 

ACHIEVING THE "STATE OF
SUCCESS"
By:  Bradley Watkins
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Turn to page 9 for an
exclusive interview

with "State of Success"
founder, Jere'l Hough!

This picture encapsulates the moment Jere'l Hough
(S.O.S. founder) decided to make it his mission to

help the youth.



Other students have said that it
allows them to grow in many
different ways. Sports allow for
tremendous physical growth;
students build their endurance and
stamina, while also being able to
increase their mental resilience.

“I enjoy wrestling because it ’s a
sport that challenges you to
become a much stronger person
mentally and physically” -Jaden
Tartaglia, Wrestling

“It ’s a solo game that doesn’t rely
on other people. Any mistakes I
make are my fault,  not anyone
else’s.  It ’s one of the toughest
mental games out there. And it ’s
just fun” -LJ Kaminski,  Golf

Many students have said that their
sport is simply a place to find
friendship and community. Team
sports allow for strangers to
become family. When you are
constantly relying on other people
to have your back, relationships
grow and prosper.
 
 

“I enjoy playing soccer because it ’s
a way to make new friends and play
the sport I love” -Mia Acosta-
Nicholson, Women’s Soccer

“Football  has an unmatched
competitive spirit and a strong
sense of family that is hard to find
anywhere else, regardless of
winning or losing” -Patrick
McKelvy, Football

“I enjoy playing softball  because it
is fun and very competitive. I  love
cheering my teammates on and
making great plays on the field.” -
Kendal Smith, Softball  

Other than adding a sense of
community and a chance for mental
and physical growth, involvement in
sports has been proven to increase
academic performance, self-esteem,
and overall  well-being. Because of
Piedmont’s high involvement in
athletics, our school as a whole has
benefited.
 

During this spring season, many
students are continuing to enjoy
playing school sports. Since Fall
sports were pushed back, more
teams are active during this spring. 

Even with many restrictions,
Piedmont’s athletes are having fun
doing what they love, but why do
they enjoy these sports so much?
After talking to a few students, we
found a lot of similarities.

For some students, their sport is a
place for them to center
themselves and allow their mind to
focus on one thing at a time. When
students work hard during the day
on academics, many state that they
are able to release energy and
refocus their minds during times of
practice and competition in sports.

“I feel really comfortable when I'm
on the field. It's a place where I can
clear my mind and just play the
game.” -Samuel Hartig, Baseball

“I enjoy playing tennis because it
just allows me to take my mind off
of everything else and just
concentrate on one single thing” -
Peyton Weeks, Men’s Tennis

SPRING SPORTS: WHY DO THEY
MATTER TO STUDENTS?
By:  Reagan McManus
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Maj. Richardson on Common Myths About JROTC:
“A common myth is that students have to sign up for the military with
this class. Most of our students never go into the military, which is
perfectly fine. We are primarily a citizenship and community service
program. We have activities for everyone from the academic bowl, to
rocketry and our ultra-fit raiders team. Additionally, we participate in
field trips to places like Boston, Washington D.C, Florida as well as
participation around school with many opportunities along the way for
leadership.” - Maj.  Richardson

MSgt. Colvin on Misconceptions Surrounding JROTC:
“The biggest misconception when students see AFJROTC students at
school or on campus is that all  we do is march around and do
physically challenging activities. Although marching and physical
training is a big part of what we do, it is actually approximately 20% of
our overall  program. Students that are curious about our program will
soon discover that the NC-955 Corps is not only a team but a family.
We are dedicated to empowering each cadet to find their voice,
dedicated to providing mentorship to new cadets, and dedicated to
empowering cadets to want to become better leaders through a
disciplined and constructive learning environment. The JROTC
instructors collectively instil l  essential personal and professional l ife
skills,  l ike time management, responsibility, goal setting, and
teamwork. Students also have the chance to participate in projects,
taking charge of programs in the school and community. And lastly,
through hard work and dedication, all  JROTC cadets have multiple
opportunities to take advantage of several educational benefits and the
possibility to compete for JROTC scholarships. I  strongly encourage
new students to step forward and become a JROTC cadet because
everyone has something to contribute!" - MSgt. Colvin

JROTC EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS
By:  Kerstin Henry
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Interview Q & A: 
Q: Can you pinpoint an exact moment in time when you
knew you wanted to start “State of Success”?
A: “I 've known since 5th grade that I wanted to be an
attorney and I wanted to give back to my community.”
“Around 2013 or 2014 I spoke at a school and saw kids who
reminded me of myself who were being labeled and I knew
from that moment that I was going to make it my goal to
help those students achieve success.”

Q: What do you believe your purpose is?
A: “My purpose is to be a good benefactor in l ife and help
people through the hard times, to contribute to the success
of the youth of my community, and awaken the greatness in
others.”
“I have a goal to leave this world in a better state than it
was in when I came into it.”

Q: Can your inspiration to start S.O.S be traced back to one
single event, or is it the product of a culmination of events
you experienced throughout your life?
A: “I saw others in my community face systemic oppression
and other adversities throughout my life and it inspired me
to do what I can to give back to that community.” 
“My mother always made the most out of what she had. The
situation she was in and the challenges she faced inspired
me to find a way out of those circumstances and ask myself
“What can I do to help my mom?”

Q: What advice can you give a young adult who is struggling
to find their purpose or way in life?
A: “It is not about how much time you are blessed with but
how you choose to use that time.”
“Always believe in yourself,  never be afraid to ask
questions, the people who are most successful in l ife are
not the ones who pretend to know everything and ask
nothing but rather the ones who know they don't know
everything and ask questions.” 
“Always follow your dreams and be confident in yourself
and your ability to achieve, no matter what, spread
positivity and surround yourself with good people.”

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH
JERE'L HOUGH
By:  Bradley Watkins
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This picture encapsulates the moment Jere'l Hough
(S.O.S. founder) decided to make it his mission to

help the youth.
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BETHANY
MOORE
Journalist

Bethany Moore is a
student at Piedmont

who doesn’t say
much, but is creative

when it comes to
ideas. She’s not one
to socialize, but she’s
got cool shirts, cool

socks, and is a
master at playing the

VR game “Beat
Saber”.

BRADLEY
WATKINS

Journalist

Bradley Watkins is a
junior at Piedmont

who loves sharing his
thoughts and

experiences, as well
as informing people
through the art of

writing.

EMILY
ROBINSON

Journalist

KADENCE
MOTTO
Journalist

STACY
VICKERS

Club Advisor

Mrs. Vickers is an
English teacher

whose most proud
accomplishments
include growing

student journalists.
Outside of school,

her greatest pride is
her family.

LINDSEY
POWELL

Editor-in-Chief

Lindsey Powell is a
student at Piedmont

with a passion for
writing. When she
doesn't have her

nose in a book, she
can be found hanging

out with friends, or
playing with her three

puppies.

MEGAN
PARKER

Club Advisor

Miss Parker teaches
Creative Writing and
Theatre at PHS. She

is loves to go thrifting
and has way too

many clothes! She is
an annoying Dog

Mom and will always
show you picture of

her puppies.

KIMBERLY
HAINES
Journalist

Kimberly Haines is a
sophomore at

Piedmont with a
passion for music.
She can always be

found listening to, or
playing, music.

Kimberly also enjoys
writing, reading, and

animals. 

MADISON
TAYLOR
Journalist

Madison Taylor is a
junior at Piedmont
with an affinity for
writing more puns

and alliteration that
she probably should
be. In her free time,
she enjoys drawing,
hanging out with her
cat and snake, and

learning about weird
species of fish. 

KERSTIN
HENRY

Editor/Journalist

Kerstin Henry is a
student at Piedmont

who loves video
games, books, and

painting. When she's
not working, she's
usually listening to

music or playing Call
of Duty.

JOSHUA
LOUDERMILK
Graphic Designer

Joshua Loudermilk is
a student at

Piedmont and an
artist. He always has
his sketchbook and

pencil ready;
otherwise, he can be
found hanging out

with his friends,
listening to music,
playing soccer, or

spending time with
his family!

KATHERINE
LALLY

Journalist

Katherine Lally is a
student at Piedmont
who enjoys writing.

She also enjoys
history and sciences.
You can usually find
her with her air pods
in, listening to music. 

JORDAN
ROBINSON

Journalist

Jordan Robinson is a
student at Piedmont

who loves science
and his

truck. He loves to
learn about cars and

science, and of
course, loves

to hang out with his
friends.
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NATALIE
SILVA-
GARCIA
Journalist

Natalie Silva-Garcia is
the type of person
who is attracted to

any type of art. She is
an animal lover, and
she is also very good

at cooking.

REAGAN
MCMANUS

Editor/Journalist

Reagan McManus is a
student at Piedmont

who enjoys being
involved and helping
out her peers. She
has a passion for
leadership and is

excited to be a part
of the Panther Press.

MIA
ACOSTA-

NICHOLSON
Journalist

Mia Acosta-
Nicholson, is a

student at Piedmont.
She likes to read,

write, and play
soccer. 

SUMMER
PURSER
Journalist

Summer Purser is a
sophomore at
Piedmont. She

spends her free time
working, watching

Criminal Minds, and
hanging out with her

family.

SAVANNAH
DOUGHER

Journalist

Savannah Dougher is
a student at

Piedmont who has
always had a love for
writing. She hopes to
be a teacher in the
future and loves to

watch Netflix. 

VSEVOLOD
TKACHENKO

Photographer

THANDI
MKANDLA

Editor/Journalist

Thandi Mkandla is a
junior at Piedmont

who likes true crime
and psychological

thrillers. When she’s
not solving mysteries,
she enjoys painting

and yoga.

The Panther Press is dedicated to creating a positive environment to celebrate the events, students, and happenings at Piedmont High
School. All articles and ideas are student-driven and do not represent the ideals of any advisors, administrators, or Union County

Public Schools as a whole.


